
 AGENDA ITEM NO: 8.2 
  
 

UNIVERSITY COUNCIL 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
REQUEST FOR DECISION 

   
 
PRESENTED BY: Kevin Flynn; Chair, Academic Programs Committee 
 
DATE OF MEETING: March 17, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Certificate of Proficiency in One Health  
 
DECISION REQUESTED: 
  It is recommended that: 
 Council approve the Certificate of Proficiency in One Health 

in the Western College of Veterinary Medicine, effective 
September 2016. 

PURPOSE: 
 
The undergraduate Certificate in One Health has been developed in response to the 
emerging area of interest in One Health at the U of S.  This undergraduate certificate will 
bring together all undergraduate students interested in One Health in a common program.    
 
CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND: 
 
In 2010, One Health was identified as one of the six signature research areas for the 
University of Saskatchewan, with the goal of making the U of S a global leader in One 
Health.  A graduate-level certificate was approved by Council last year.  The 
undergraduate certificate in One Health aims to bring together in a single program 
students from across different disciplines, both in the Health Sciences and in other 
disciplines.   
 
One Health provides an interdisciplinary framework for collaborative interaction between 
the seven health science-related faculties on campus.  One Health training at the graduate 
level exists at the U of S and other Canadian institutions, but an undergraduate certificate 
in One Health would be unique in Canada.   
 
As it is not possible to house the One Health certificates (both at the graduate and 
undergraduate level) outside of a single college, both certificates will find their academic 
and administrative home in the Western College of Veterinary Medicine (WCVM). 
 
IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Two new 3 c.u. courses will be developed for this certificate program, a One Health 
Foundation course and a One Health experiential capstone course.  In addition to these 
courses, students enrolled in the certificate in One Health at the undergraduate level will 
select an additional 6 c.u. from an identified list of One Health-related elective courses.   



 
Though the administrative and academic home for the undergraduate certificate will be in 
WCVM, there will be a Certificate Program Committee comprised of 6-8 faculty 
members from various colleges who are actively engaged in the teaching and supervision 
of students in the program.    
 
Students will apply to the Certificate Program Committee for admission into the 
undergraduate certificate program.   The program is open to any U of S student who has 
completed a minimum of 60 credit units at the undergraduate level.  Preference will be 
given to students with a 70% or above average.  Additionally, admission decisions will 
take into considerations the applicant’s college to ensure a truly interdisciplinary cohort 
and experience.   
 
Administrative support for the certificate program is an estimated 0.25FTE, which will be 
provided by the current Program Coordinator for the NSERC CREATE Integrated 
Program in Infectious Diseases, Food Safety, and Public Policy (ITrap).  Following the 
completion of that program in 2020, administrative support will be provided by WCVM.   
 
Resources to support the undergraduate certificate will come initially through the NSERC 
CREATE program and will be continued by WCVM following the completion of that 
program.  Tuition fees will also support the delivery of the program, with tuition assessed 
using the health tuition code for the One Health classes.    
 
CONSULTATION: 

• Planning and Priorities Committee of Council – September 2014 
• Academic Programs Committee of Council – February 2016 
• Western College of Veterinary Medicine (throughout) 

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The undergraduate certificate in One Health will provide an interdisciplinary program for 
undergraduate students across the varied disciplines and departments at the U of S.  As a 
unique offering amongst Canadian universities, the undergraduate certificate will help 
position the U of S as a leader in One Health and it may have a role in helping to attract 
students.  This interdisciplinary program will offer students the opportunity to gain 
expertise to address complex issues once they move on to related professional careers or 
further academic work.   
 
FURTHER ACTION REQUIRED: 
 
Tuition for this program will require review and approval by the Board of Governors, and 
will be presented at their March 2016 meeting. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Proposal for Curricular Change – A Certificate in One Health 
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